The Washington Post

September 21, 2005

Dear Editor,

 

Unfortunately, Barry Bonds has again failed to recognize the real public health issues around anabolic steroid abuse.  In Mr. Bonds’ most recent statement (Sports, September 21: “Bonds Greeted By Boos, Silence”), he categorized Congressional inquiries into steroid abuse as a “waste of time.”  Our organizations have spent the last three years tirelessly advocating for increased federal regulation and Congressional involvement in preventing adolescent steroid abuse, and we find his statement not only ignorant but offensive.  Amazingly, after all the attention this issue has received in the past few years, Mr. Bonds is still obviously unaware of both the scope of the problem and its public health consequences.  

 

The Endocrine Society and The Hormone Foundation encourage Congress to remain active in this area, and we suspect the parents of the children directly affected by adolescent hormone abuse – who testified before Congress about their experiences earlier this year – would agree.  

 

During the off-season, rather than antagonizing those who are interested in protecting our kids from the dangers of steroid abuse, I would urge Mr. Bonds to devote some of his energy and resources toward steroid abuse prevention advocacy.  We could sure use his help

Lisa Fish, M.D.

Chair, The Hormone Foundation

Chevy Chase, MD

