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Spotlight Cont.

Direct Deposit 
of NIH-Funded 
Articles to 
PubMed Central 
The Endocrine Society Relieves 
Authors’ Deposit Obligations

By Endocrine Society Staff

In response to a new mandate 
contained in the FY2008 Appropria-
tions package, the National Institutes 
of Health (NIH) recently adopted 
a revised Public Access Policy for 
NIH-funded, peer-reviewed, accepted 
journal manuscripts. NIH-funded au-
thors must now electronically submit 
a copy of their accepted manuscript 
to the National Library of Medicine’s 
PubMed Central digital archive upon 
acceptance for publication. This 
applies to manuscripts accepted for 
publication on or after April 7, 2008. 
NIH intends to monitor compliance by 
requiring grant applica-
tions to cite the PubMed 
Central (PMCID) or NIH 
manuscript submission 
reference number for 
any relevant articles 
that arise from the ap-
plicant’s research. This 
requirement is to take 
effect May 25, 2008.

This obligation does 
not have to be a chore 
for the authors—The 
Endocrine Society will 
fulfill the requirement 
for NIH-funded authors  
who publish in its jour-
nals. The Society  
had already been 
actively engaged in a 
pilot project with NIH 
in which the Society 
deposited the final 
edited articles, not the 
accepted manuscripts, 

of all author-identified NIH-funded 
manuscripts accepted in its journals 
to PubMed Central, free of charge. 
The Society’s involvement in this 
pilot project alleviates authors’ 
mandated obligation to submit the 
accepted manuscript. Following the 
12-month embargo from the print 
publication, PubMed Central will 
post the final edited article in the 
HTML format that was supplied by 
The Endocrine Society with a link to 
the online journal. 

Soon after a manuscript is 
published in a Society journal, its 
abstract is posted on PubMed, which 
tags it with a PMCID. The author may 
use the number on any NIH applica-
tions, proposals, and progress reports. 
The PMCID is located at the bottom 
right of the PubMed abstract. After 
PubMed Central releases the article 
for public access, the PMCID can be 
found there too.  It will be in the 
upper-right corner of the article on 
the PubMed Central site 1 year after 
publication in the journal.

Still, some authors may elect to 
submit their own accepted, unedited 
manuscripts. In these instances,  
The Endocrine Society requests that 

they refer to the instructions at  
www.endo-society.org/journals/ 
AuthorInfo/tes_nih_submissions.cfm. 
The Society will still send the final 
edited article to PubMed Central when 
it is available and this will replace 
any accepted manuscript version. 

As evidenced by its own practices 
and its collaboration with NIH, the 
Society supports the widest possible 
dissemination of science. Indepen-
dent of NIH requirements, the Soci-
ety had previously instated its own 
policy whereby all accepted research 
manuscripts—not only those resulting 
from NIH funding—are posted online 
immediately after acceptance, free, at 
Rapid Electronic Publications. These 
manuscripts are discoverable by search 
engines such as Google and are openly 
available to the research community 
and public, independent of any dis-
semination through PubMed Central.

For further information about 
the Public Access Policy and NIH 
submission requirements, please see 
http://nihms.nih.gov. To learn about 
The Endocrine Society’s direct-deposit 
service to PubMed Central, please see 
www.endo-society.org/journals/ 
AuthorInfo/tes_nih_policy.cfm.  ■




